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HIS 247 
Empire, Nation, Class in Eastern Europe 

 
Irina Gigova       
216 Maybank        
E-mail: gigovai@cofc.edu     
Phone: 953-7329       

 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 
This course will introduce you to the history of Eastern Europe, the territory between modern-day Germany and 
Russia. In the course of the semester we will examine the historical construction of national identities, social 
movements, and cultural trends as the region progressed from imperial dominion (Habsburg, Romanov and 
Ottoman) to independent statehood. We will explore how the ethnically and religiously diverse, yet relatively 
tolerant, milieu of 19th century gave way to violent nationalism of the 1900s.  The rapid and multiple shifts in 
the region’s state boundaries, political systems and cultural identities during the last two centuries provide an 
intriguing case of the interaction between change and continuity in history. Approached as an intersection of 
local specificities and wider European trends, Eastern European history offers an excellent ground for a 
discussion of broader issues such as imperialism, modernization, and the constructed nature of modern 
identities. 

The combination of lectures, in-class discussion, reading and writing aims to enhance student facility in the 
fundamental skills essential to success in future university courses and in any other intellectual work. Students 
who take responsibility for their own learning will leave this course with the following learning outcomes:  

1. Working knowledge of the important events, people, ideas and trends in Eastern European history 
2. Ability to analyze primary and secondary sources in their proper historical context 
3. Aptitude for clear and accurate written presentation of ideas 

The course’s thus stated goals also support the learning outcomes expected of courses that meet the General 
Education Humanities requirement: 

Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions of 
human culture 
Outcome 2: Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline and 
interpret the material in writing assignments (or alternatives that require equally coherent and sustained 
analysis). 

   
Required Texts 
Ivan Berend, History Derailed: Central and Eastern Europe in the Long Nineteenth Century  
Mark Pittaway, Eastern Europe 1939-2000 
Ivo Andrić, The Bridge on the Drina 
Karl Čapek, War of the Newts 
Heda Margolius Kovály, Under a Cruel Star 
Zlatko Anguelov, Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer 
Joe Sacco, Safe Area Goražde 
 
All readings are available in the College of Charleston bookstore. Any additional readings will be made available in PDF 
format on OAKS. 
 
Course Requirements 

1. Exams (40%):  
There will be two exams in this course (Midterm and Final), each counting 20% of the grade. You can choose to 
substitute the final exam with a 5-6 page long paper that integrates primary and secondary sources on a topic of 
your interest. All topics must be approved by me beforehand and papers are due on the last day of classes.  I will 
be happy to read and comment on either early or advanced drafts of your work. 

2. Book Reflections (40%): 
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You are expected to write four two-page-long essays on the assigned primary sources (Andrić, Čapek, Kovaly, 
Anguelov and Sacco) or the two films we will see (Pan Tadeusz or The Lives of Others).  The aim of these 
assignments is to allow you to think about the readings/films and facilitate you in preparing for in-class 
discussion.  A reflection is not a summary of the contents of the book/movie but a critical and original 
commentary on any aspect of the work you find stimulating, appealing or disagreeable.  My only request is that 
you include – in a sentence or two - your own interpretation of the importance of the particular text/film to the 
class. Reflections are due in class on the day we discuss the book. 

3. Class Participation (15%):  
This class is heavily based on discussion. You are expected to come to class with the readings completed and 
ready to engage in a class-wide conversation.  Please note that regular attendance does not count for and will not 
substitute regular participation in the class discussions.  

4. Quizzes and additional assignments (5%) 
In addition to map quizzes, I reserve the right to introduce further or diverging tests and assignments in order to 
improve the flow, quality and success of the course. Grades on such assignments will be folded into your overall 
participation grade.   

5. Signature assignment (for assessment purposes): 
All courses certified for humanities general education credit must include an assignment that could be used to 
assess students’ mastery of the stated learning outcomes. For this course, this role would be fulfilled by either the 
essay section of the final exam or the individually-researched paper that replaces the final exam, as both tasks will 
ask you to construct a historical argument that interprets and integrates primary and secondary (scholarly) 
sources.  

 
Late Assignments 
You are responsible to meet the deadlines set for each of the course requirements (exams and papers).  For every day after 
the deadline date, your grade will drop a full mark (from A to B, from B to C, etc.). 
 
Grade Points: 
Excellent: A (93-100) and A- (90-92) 
Good: B+ (87-89), B (83-86), and B- (80-82) 
Acceptable: C+ (77-79), C (73-76), and C- (70-72) 
Passing: D+ (67-69), D (63-66), and D- (60-62) 
Failure: F (50-59) 
 
 
Attendance 
Due to the nature of the express class, each day practically contains material regularly presented in the course of an entire 
week. On most days we will go through two lectures and a discussion of the covered information and assigned readings. 
The lectures will not review the textbooks, which are there to provide background information on the topics we discuss. 
You are welcome, however, to bring up issues and questions based on Berend and Pittaway at any time during our 
meetings. In such an intense environment it is essential that you attend every session.  You will receive two free 
(unexcused) absences for the duration of the semester; for every missed class after that I reserve the right to deduct five 
percent (5%) of your final grade.  For medical or other personal emergencies, please bring a note from the college health 
center or other relevant authorities. 
 
Equal Opportunity 
If you have a documented disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may require 
accommodations, please contact the Center of Disability Services (953-1431) and notify me during the first two weeks of 
class. 
 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism  
Individual moral and academic integrity is a crucial part of the mission of this school. The Honor Code of the College of 
Charleston specifically forbids attempted cheating, lying and stealing, plagiarism included. A student found guilty of such 
an offence will receive an automatic FX grade in this course. Additional penalties may include suspension or expulsion 
from the College at the discretion of the Honor Board. See the College of Charleston Student Handbook for definition of 
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these offences. If you have doubts about what practices constitute cheating or plagiarism, raise the issue in class or talk to 
me. 
 

Lecture Outline 
 

Defining Eastern Europe 
Week 1:  
Start reading Andrić;  Berend, 1-40 (skim), Armour, “People, States and Societies” (WebCT) 
Recommended: Armour, “The Ottoman Empire”  

Lecture I: Introduction: What Is Eastern Europe? 
Peoples and Empires 

Lecture II: Life in the Ottoman Empire 
 
 
Week 2: 
Recommended: Armour, The Hapsburgs, Poland-Lithuania, Russia and Prussia (WebCT) 
10/21:  Lecture III: The Habsburg Dominion   

Lecture IV: The Russian Empire  
Discussion of Andrić, Bridge on the Drina (reflection due) 

 
The Allure of Nationalism 

10/23:  Film: Pan Tadeusz (Poland / France, 1999, 157 min) 
 
 
Week 3: 
Berend, 41-88, 89-133 
10/28:  Lecture V: The Birth of East European Nationalism 

Lecture VI: The Serbian and Greek Wars of Independence  
 MAP QUIZ and discussion 
 
Berend, 89-133 
10/30:  Lecture VII: 1848-1849: The Springtime of Peoples  

Lecture VIII: Mobilizing Nationhood through Revolution and Reform  
Discussion 

 
Week 4: 
Berend, 134-234 
11/4:  Lecture IX: The New Balkan States and the West 

Lecture X: The March of Modernity in Eastern Europe 
Discussion 

 
Tensions of Nationalist Ambitions 

Berend, 235-284, Carnegie Report (WebCT) 
11/6:  Lecture XII: Liberalism on the Defensive: Fin de siècle Eastern Europe  

Lecture XIII: Nation-States, Minorities and Neighbors  
Discussion 

 
 
Week 5:  
Start reading Čapek; Berend, 285-290 
11/11:  MIDTERM 

Lecture XIV: The Great European War 
Lecture XV: The Collapse of the Three Empires 

 
                                                           
 The lecture outline included here is based on the last time I offered this course as an Express II class.  
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Decades of Crisis  
Longworth, 95-122 (WebCT) 
11/13:   Lecture XVI: Visions and Policies of National Unity and Strength 

Lecture XVII: The Rise of the Right 
Discussion of Čapek, War with the Newts (reflection due) 

 
 
Week 6:  
Start reading Kovály; Pittaway, pp. 13-33  
11/18:  Lecture XVIII: WWII in Eastern Europe 

Lecture XIX: Ethnic Cleansing and the Holocaust 
Discussion 

 
The Utopia of Classless Society 

11/20: Film: Sunshine (1999, 181 min) or The Lives of Others (Germany, 2006, 138 min) 
 
 
Week 7: 
Start reading Anguelov, Pittaway, 35-154 
11/25:  Lecture XX: Socialist Revolutions?: Eastern Europe between 1944-1953  

Lecture XXI: Dissent in the Soviet Bloc 
Discussion of Kovály, Under a Cruel Star (reflection due) 
 

11/27: THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
 
Week 8:  
Start reading Sacco, Pittaway, 155-199 
12/2:  Lecture XXII: Systemic Disintegration 

Nationalism Reborn 
 Lecture XXIII: After 1989 

Discussion of Anguelov, Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer (reflection due) 
 
Pittaway, 201-226 
12/4:  Concluding Words: Eastern Europe or the Eastern Half of Europe 

Discussion of Sacco, Safe Area Goražde 
PAPER DUE 

 
 
12/16: FINAL EXAM (4-7pm) 
 


















